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Republicans Who Hope That Trump
Gets Thumped
Some argue that only a rout will purge the party of the rogue candidate’s unorthodox ideas.
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n the universe of Republicans grappling with Donald Trump as
their presidential nominee, there are those who fear he could lose.

And those who think he will probably lose. And those fairly sure he’ll
lose badly.
And then there are those hoping not merely that he will lose badly, but
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that he gets positively thrashed.
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“I hope he gets clubbed like a baby seal,” said Mac Stipanovich, a long
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time GOP consultant and campaign manager for Jeb Bush’s first, unsuc
cessful run for Florida governor in 1994.
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the many Novembers to come, and how the party can start to climb out
of the demographic hole that Trump’s campaign has deepened with
overt appeals to white voters and denigration of minorities. A loss
merely as bad as the one suffered by Mitt Romney four years ago, their
thinking goes, could suggest that Trump’s ideas weren’t sufficiently
wrongheaded to prompt a toptobottom review of the party’s core prin
ciples. Only a thorough thumping will deliver the message that Trump
ism was an anomaly that needs to be scratched posthaste.
“I think there should be an unambiguous result,” Stipanovich said.
“We’re going to need as clear a deck as we can get as we try to rebuild
when it’s over.”
A significant number of Republicans say that Trump’s temperament and
lack of knowledge make him so unqualified for the presidency that they
will not support him in November. Stipanovich is among those who take
the aversion to Trump a step further, arguing that a resounding loss will
best refute the argument that all the party needs to do to win is further
increase its share of support from whites.
That belief—that there are millions of white voters who failed to turn out
for presidential elections in 2008 and 2012 because the Republican
nominee was not conservative enough and was too soft on illegal immig
ration—grew in response to the idea shared by many establishment Re
publican leaders that the party must attract more Latino, black, and oth
er minority supporters because its traditional base of older white voters
was shrinking as a share of the overall population. That was a major
theme of the 2013 Growth and Opportunity Project report, the party’s
“autopsy” of the 2012 generalelection loss.
“Many minorities wrongly think that Republicans do not like them or
want them in the country,” the report stated, and then warned: “Accord
ing to the Pew Hispanic Center, in 2050, whites will be 47 percent of the
country while Hispanics will grow to 29 percent and Asians to 9 per
cent.”
The one specific recommendation from that report, a comprehensive im
migration overhaul, actually passed the Senate that same year, but then
stalled after a backlash led by talk radio and conservative House mem
bers from overwhelmingly white districts. And it was precisely that anti
immigration theme that became the centerpiece for Trump’s presidential
campaign, with his promise to build a wall along the southern border
and force Mexico to pay for it.

Ari Fleischer, a coauthor of that 2013 report, predicts Trump’s nomina
tion will translate into a record low level of support for Republicans

tion will translate into a record low level of support for Republicans
among Latino voters combined with a record high turnout. That, added
to Trump’s weakness among suburban women, means Trump will have
to do even better with white workingclass voters.
“There’s only one place Trump can make it up,” said Fleischer, a former
top aide to President George W. Bush. “If he doesn’t, he’ll get his clock
cleaned.”
Fleischer is dubious that there are enough white voters to accomplish
this, and even if there are, that Trump can get them to the polls: “It
hasn’t been done before.” He nevertheless supports Trump over Clinton
in November. He said Clinton is unacceptably reckless and dishonest,
while Trump might still prove himself not to be.
But for Republicans like Stipanovich, a Trump victory is actually a worse
outcome than Clinton winning because it would set back the reforms the
party desperately needs to thrive in the coming decades. “We’re on the
leading edge of the fight for the soul of the Republican Party,” he said.
Other Republicans don’t believe the margin of a Trump loss will matter
as much as the fact of the party’s fifth presidentialelection loss in seven
elections. That by itself should be enough to persuade Republicans that
Trump’s approach was misguided. “If Trump loses, he will be forgotten
like Wendell Willkie,” one longtime Republican National Committee
member said privately.
One scholar of the modern Republican Party, though, worries that a loss,
even a big one, will do little to dissuade the “Ted Cruz” wing that the
party needs to evolve. “It’s going to have a pitched existential battle for
its future,” said Norman Ornstein of the American Enterprise Institute,
who added that he hoped, at the very least, that a November loss will let
the party divorce itself from Trumpism.
“A party built on nativism with a heavy dose of racism is not a good way
to go,” Ornstein said. “The quicker you can purge that, the better.”
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