At the GOP convention in Ohio, Kasich
will welcome—and woo—delegates
In his long-shot bid to win the Republican nomination, the Ohio governor will need to make the most of his homecourt advantage.
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ure, Republican insiders who try to engineer a John Kasich nom
ination this summer might incite riots outside the Cleveland con

vention hall, but look on the bright side: At least they’ll have picked the
one person who can call in the Ohio National Guard.
And therein lies the peculiar, dual role for the Ohio governor, who will be
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hosting the gathering of 50,000 Republicans to his state while quite pos

TWEET

sibly still trying to cajole the subset of 2,500 convention delegates into
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ignoring his dismal performance in the GOP primaries and nominating
him anyway.

“Ohio is a swing state we know we need to win in November. We’re

Ohio
Delegate
John Kasich
Republican National
Convention

headed for a contested convention. We’ve got our governor in the mix.
We’ve got everything you could ask for,” said Matt Borges, chairman of
the Ohio Republican Party, who is among those hoping the national
party turns to Kasich if frontrunner Donald Trump fails to win the 1,237

republican

delegates needed to secure the nomination by the end of primary season.

Governor

“Our message is pretty simple: Pick the guy who can win in November.”

Republican Party

Ordinarily a homestate governor’s responsibilities at a convention are
fairly straightforward and largely ceremonial—welcoming the delegates
to what in recent decades has become a televised pep rally for the nom
inee. Tim Pawlenty, governor of Minnesota during his party’s 2008 con
vention in St. Paul, had a somewhat larger role because he also cochaired
the “host committee,” the bipartisan group that must raise tens of mil
lions of dollars to pay for the event.
Pawlenty, though, was not a candidate simultaneously seeking the nom
ination himself. “In John’s case, it’s fundamentally different,” Pawlenty
said, wondering if Kasich could have shouldered more convention re
sponsibilities even if he’d wanted to, given his campaign schedule. “He’s
been out of the state for most of the past year.”
Nevertheless, Ohio voters continue to like their governor, as do voters
nationally. Overcoming a reputation from his years in Congress as
prickly and difficult, Kasich is the only remaining GOP candidate seen
favorably by the national electorate, and the only one polls suggest might
be likely to beat Democratic frontrunner Hillary Clinton.
Ohio Republicans gave Kasich a solid victory in that state’s primary last
month—which stands out as his sole victory all primary season. Borges
said that win by itself has enormous import, given that Republicans will
need Ohio if they hope to win back the White House in November.
What’s more, Borges said, if the convention heads into multiple ballots,
Kasich will suddenly find himself in a good position.
“I think it does give him a homecourt advantage,” he said, noting for ex
ample that Kasich would have the ability to arrange private meeting
rooms in the immediate vicinity of the convention hall for the various
state delegations to plan strategy. “It allows us to be a little bit more or
ganized, and we’ll take every advantage we can get.”
Just how big an advantage that would provide remains open for debate.
“I don’t think the nomination’s going to be based on meeting rooms,”
said Pawlenty. But he allowed that Kasich could have an edge in terms of
rounding up supporters quickly to lobby delegates, “if you need a surge
force of volunteers, or a surge force of communicators, or a surge force
of armtwisters—although I guess I better be careful of saying ‘arm

of armtwisters—although I guess I better be careful of saying ‘arm
twisters’ in the era of Trump—metaphorical armtwisters.”
In the end, though, Kasich’s local popularity won’t mean much when it
comes to the actual delegates. “The decisionmakers inside that conven
tion hall are mostly not from Ohio,” Pawlenty said.
Ken Blackwell, a former Ohio secretary of state and an unsuccessful can
didate for governor, said that not only are most of the delegates not from
Ohio, but they are also considerably more conservative than Kasich,
making his path even more unlikely.
“There’s no way he can step over Trump and Ted Cruz, even if the party
is in his house,” Blackwell said, adding that while he can understand how
the Texas senator can make a defensible argument for the nomination if
he manages to close the gap with Trump, he cannot see how the party
can give it to someone else.
“It is a much easier moral case and political case you can make if there is
just a little daylight between Trump and Cruz, and if Trump is at least
100 away from 1,237,” Blackwell said. “But you would have to have the
imagination of Walt Disney to give it to someone who hasn’t been in the
hunt or who has come in a distant third.”



SHARE



TWEET



EMAIL

MOST READ

1
2

Hillary Clinton’s Vanishing Base
Mike Lee’s Swing-and-a-Miss
Leadership Bid

3

Cruz Positioned to Win on Second
Ballot in Cleveland

4

Outlook: House Returns to Grapple
With Puerto Rico, Budget Bills

5

The 1 Easy Way Donald Trump Could
Have Been Even Richer: Doing
Nothing

WHAT WE'RE FOLLOWING
DETENTE?

SEE MORE »



Trump Meets
with Megyn Kelly

} 4 HOURS AGO
WHY WE CARE

RECOMMENDED FOR YOU
HOTLINE

Cruz Positioned to
Win on Second
Ballot in Cleveland
The Texas senator’s efforts

HOTLINE

Quote of the Day

HOTLINE

Kasich Warns
Against a “Path to
Darkness”
He’s focusing his time in

HOTLINE

Trump Ups
Complaints About
RNC Delegate
System

HOTLINE

Stenehjem Hires
Comms,
Fundraising
Directors

